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Figure 4: Enrollment and Graduation Rates at
Institutions by SAT Quartile

Pell
Students

Pell
Grad Rate

Non-Pell
Students

Non-Pell
Grad Rate

62%
45%

Quartile 2

52%
37%

Quartile 1
(Lowest SAT sooresl 42%

Quartile 3

Quartile 4
(Highest SAT scores)

Notes Analysis includes 1,002 institutions. Only institutions with average SAT scores in College
Results Online were included. The quartiles were: Qll s 990 (n=2591. 021> 990 and s 1055 (n=2441.
Q31> 1055 and s 1145 (n=2551. Q41 > 1145 (n=244). Source The Education Trusfs Pell Grant
Graduation Rate Database



• Persistenee.
o Rural students were less likely than nonrural students to persist to the second

year of college.
o At all types of two... and four...year institutions-private, public, in...state, and

out-of...state-rural students had lower rates of persistence to the second year
of college than nonrural students.

o Across all levels ofhigh school achievement, rural students persisted in college
at lower rates than nonrural students.

o Among all students, those who received hnancial aid were more likely than
their counterparts who did not receive financial aid to persist in college; the
relationship between hnancial aid and persistence was similar for rural and
nonrural students.

o For most community college students, passing the first college...levelmath or
writing course in a sequence was not associated with an increased likelihood
of persisting.



Figure 2. Among rural students, White and Asian students had the highest
postsecondary enrollment rates
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Source: Authors' calculations based on data described in appendix B.



Fiigure 5. The percentage of studelnts who persisted to the second year of college
was lower for rural students than for nOlnrural students across alii enrollment
categori:es
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Source: Authors' calculations based on data described in appendix B.



Figure ,6. Rural students who attended a four-year postsecondary institution had
higher rates of persistence than rural students who attended a two-year institution
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Source: Authors' calculations based on data described in appendix B.



MOST PROMISING INNOVATIONS BASED OIN THIIEIIR POTENTIAL TO CONTROL
COST OR IIMPIROVE THIE QUALITY OF UNDERGRADUATE HIIGIHER EDUCATIONI
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• Cost control
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LEVEL OF SUPPORT FOR GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT OF
COMPETENCY- BASED PROGRAMS
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