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1. Call to Order/Roll/Declaration of a Quorum (noon) Chair Brown 
 
 

2. Action Items  
2.1 Request to Recommend the HECC Approve the New Program: Masters in Applied 

Behavior Analysis, and Authorize Staff to Forward the Proposed Program to the 
Provost’s Council  
Interim Provost/Dean Maupin and MariaLynn Kessler, Humanities & Social Sciences Professor 

 
 

3. Adjournment (1:30pm) 
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ACTION  
Agenda Item No. 2.1 

Request to Recommend the HECC Approve the New 
Program: Masters in Applied Behavior Analysis, and 
Authorize Staff to Forward the Proposed Program to the 
Provost’s Council 
 
Background 
 
Staff proposed a new academic program: Masters of Science in Applied Behavior Analysis. The 
purpose of this degree program is to develop competent behavior analysts who are prepared to work 
across all areas of application in the field.  This degree builds upon the Oregon Tech Graduate 
Certificate in Applied Behavior Analysis. In addition, an Oregon Talent Council grant was awarded 
to Oregon Tech in 2016 to develop a statewide supervision network to meet the need for approved 
supervised experience. 
 
The Academic Quality and Student Success Committee met on February 23, 2017 and discussed the 
proposal in the public meeting. The Committee moved to request the full Board authorize the 
committee to hold a special meeting to further discuss the proposal and delegate approval to the 
Committee. Additional time was requested to review the full proposal packet. 
 
The full Board held a public meeting on February 23, 2017 and pulled the item from the consent 
agenda for further discussion at the February 24, 2017 meeting. On February 24 the full Board 
delegated the responsibility to the AQSS Committee to review the proposed MS in Applied 
Behavior Analysis degree program and granted the Committee the ability to submit the proposal to 
the Provost’s Council to request input if needed, and to submit the proposal to the HECC to move 
the degree forward, if warranted.  
 
Recommendation 
 
Staff recommends the Committee recommend the HECC approve a new program: Masters in 
Applied Behavior Science and authorize staff to forward the proposal to the Provost’s Council. 
 
Attachments 
 

• Program Proposal 
• Report Summary External Review 
• External Review Response 
• Budget Outline Form 
• Appendix A – Faculty Curriculum Vitae 
• Appendix B – Library Collection Review 
• Appendix C – US Behavior Analyst Workforce 
• Appendix D – 2014 US Professional Employment Survey 
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• Appendix E – Article on Applied Behavior Analysis 
• Appendix F – Oregon Employment Department Grant Agreement 
• Appendix G – Behavior Analysis Accreditation Board Worksheet and Behavior Analyst 

Certification Board Verification Form
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Proposal for a New Academic Program 
   

Institution: Oregon Institute of Technology 

College/School: College of Health, Arts, and Sciences 

Department/Program Name: Humanities and Social Sciences/Applied Behavior Analysis 

Degree and Program Title: Master of Science in Applied Behavior Analysis 

 

1. Program Description 

a. Proposed Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP) number.  

42.2814 Applied Behavior Analysis 

Applied Behavior Analysis.  A program that focuses on the application of principles of 
learning and behavior to enhance the development, abilities, and choices of children and 
adults; and that prepares individuals to address the behavioral needs of individuals, especially 
those with developmental disabilities and autism. Includes instruction in behavior analysis 
and learning, behavioral and functional assessment, developmental psychology, applied 
behavioral analysis in developmental disabilities and autism, applied behavioral analysis in 
mental health and aging, research methods, evaluation of interventions, and professional and 
ethical issues. (http://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cipcode/cipdetail.aspx?y=55&cipid=89289) 

b. Brief overview (1-2 paragraphs) of the proposed program, including its disciplinary 
foundations and connections; program objectives; programmatic focus; degree, certificate, 
minor, and concentrations offered. 

Degree offered 

The Master of Science in Applied Behavior Analysis (MS-ABA).  

Programmatic focus 

The focus of the MS-ABA program is on the development of competence in and the 
application of the concepts, principles and methods of behavior analysis across all areas of 
application.  Graduates of the program will meet the requirements for national certification 
and Oregon licensure as behavior analysts and will be prepared to provide behavior analytic 
services for individuals and organizations in a wide variety of settings.  

Disciplinary Foundation: Applied Behavior Analysis  

Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) is a professional discipline that has its foundation in 
psychology and the experimental analysis of behavior. ABA emerged as a distinct discipline 
in the late 1960’s and emphasized understanding the effects of environmental factors on 
observable behavior. Applied Behavior Analysis stresses direct measurement of behavior, 
understanding the causes of behavior, manipulating environmental variables to produce 

http://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cipcode/cipdetail.aspx?y=55&cipid=89289
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socially significant effects, and evaluation of outcomes.  ABA is an evidence-based, data-
driven, systematic approach to intervention.  Practitioners of ABA rely on direct observation 
of behavior, functional analysis, and interventions that involve environmental manipulations 
(including training methods, situational factors, and motivational factors with an emphasis 
on contingencies of reinforcement) to produce changes in behavior that improve the quality 
of life for individuals.   

The principles and methods of ABA are applied successfully across a wide variety of settings 
and populations.  Settings where behavior analysts provide services include homes, clinics, 
rehabilitation settings, residential facilities, social service agencies, mental health facilities, 
schools, and in business and industry.  Some of the areas in which ABA is used include child 
abuse and neglect, behavioral medicine, gerontology, sports, education, performance 
management, autism, developmental and intellectual disabilities, brain injury, and 
organizational behavior management.  Behavior analysts work with organizations, 
businesses, and industry applying principles of behavior analysis to improve workplace 
performance.  

Program Mission 

The mission of the MS-ABA program is to enable students to become effective and ethical 
behavior analysts.  Students will be prepared to apply principles of behavior analysis to 
enhance the lives of individuals across a wide variety of settings.  The program emphasizes a 
foundation in theory, concepts, and principles, development of basic behavior analytic skills, 
and an emphasis on professional and ethical responsibilities.   

Program Objectives 

1. To produce competent graduates who can work effectively and ethically across settings 
and with diverse populations  

2. To enable students to obtain the knowledge and skills necessary for immediate 
employment in ABA and/or further graduate study in ABA and related areas 

3. To prepare students for national certification and Oregon licensure as behavior analysts 

c. Course of study – proposed curriculum, including course numbers, titles, and credit hours. 

The proposed curriculum for the MS-ABA has been developed to meet the coursework 
requirements for national certification in behavior analysis and licensure in Oregon as 
established by the Behavior Analysts Certification Board, Inc. (BACB) and the Oregon 
Behavior Analysis Regulatory Board (BARB).  The curriculum has been designed to align 
with the standards established by the Behavior Analysis Accreditation Board (BAAB).  The 
proposed coursework will allow students to meet the coursework and experience 
requirements for national certification and provides students with the foundation for 
continued professional growth. (See Appendix G) 

The following proposed curriculum is designed for a student attending full-time.  It is 
understood that some students may choose to attend the program on a part-time basis, 
which would decrease the number of credits taken per term, and increase the number of 
terms to earn the degree.  Given the intensity of the coursework and the 62 credits required 
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for the degree, it is expected that students taking 9 credits per term will finish the degree in 
seven terms, i.e., two years.   

Curriculum Map 

Course # & Title Credits 

First Year  (35) 

Fall Term (10) 

ABA 511: Foundations of ABA I** 3 

ABA 521: Ethics and Professionalism I** 3 

ABA 515: Basic Behavior Analysis 3 

ABA 501: ABA Colloquium 1 

Winter Term (10) 

ABA 512: Foundations of ABA II** 3 

ABA 526: Behavioral Assessment** 3 

ABA 527: Radical Behaviorism 3 

ABA 501: ABA Colloquium 1 

Spring Term (10) 

ABA 525: Research Methods in ABA** 3 

ABA 531: Behavior Change I** 3 

ABA 516: ABA and Human Development 3 

ABA 501: Colloquium 1 

Summer Term (5) 

ABA 598: Intensive Practicum 2 

ABA 535: Special Topics** 3 

Second Year (27/28) 

Fall Term (9) 

ABA 522: Ethics and Professionalism II** 3 

ABA 532: Behavior Change II** 3 

ABA 598: Intensive Practicum 2 

ABA 599: Thesis 1  

Winter Term (9) 

ABA 598: Intensive Practicum  2 

ABA 599: Thesis 1 

ABA 536: Behavior, Physiology, and Pharmacology 3 
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ABA elective 3 

Spring Term (9/10) 

ABA 598: Intensive Practicum or elective 2/3  

ABA 599: Thesis 1 

ABA electives 6  

Total credits 62/63 

*Practicum Fee of $xx (professional liability coverage) 

** BCBA course sequence 

ABA electives 

ABA 565: Organizational Behavior Management 

ABA 566: ABA in Education 

ABA 567: ABA and Health  

ABA 575: Community Behavioral Analysis 

ABA: 576: Clinical Behavior Analysis 

ABA 577: ABA and Special Populations 

d. Manner in which the program will be delivered, including program location (if offered 
outside of the main campus), course scheduling, and the use of technology (for both on-
campus and off-campus delivery). 

The program is designed to allow for delivery on all Oregon Tech campuses, and to students 
in remote locations throughout Oregon.  The MS-ABA will use Zoom, a synchronous 
videoconferencing program, to deliver courses to students in remote locations.  Oregon 
Tech’s Graduate Certificate in ABA (GC-ABA) and Masters in Education-Applied Behavior 
Analysis and Autism Spectrum Disorders (MEd-ABA/ASD) joint program with Southern 
Oregon University (SOU) currently use Zoom.  The MS-ABA will continue to use this 
video-conferencing technology to allow students throughout Oregon to attend all MS-ABA 
classes.  The video-conferencing technology will be used for the group supervision 
component of the supervised practicum.  Using the synchronous video-conferencing 
technology provides students with the immediate interaction of a traditional face-to-face 
course, while providing access from anywhere.  

We plan to offer classes at a variety of times throughout the day and evening, as room 
availability and scheduling permit.  It is expected that most courses will meet in the evenings 
to accommodate practicum placements.   

e. Adequacy and quality of faculty delivering the program. 

The Humanities and Social Sciences (HSS) department currently has two full-time and three 
ABA dedicated adjunct faculty teaching in the BS in Applied Psychology and Graduate 
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Certificate in ABA programs.  These faculty are highly qualified in ABA and will contribute 
to the MS-ABA program.  However, the increased workload associated with the MS-ABA 
program will require the addition of two FTE faculty positions in order to ensure 
programmatic quality.  We will seek faculty with appropriate credentials and qualifications to 
fill these positions.  

f. Adequacy of faculty resources – full-time, part-time, adjunct. 

Implementation of the MS-ABA will require hiring two FTE faculty in addition to the 
current full-time and part-time faculty teaching in the Graduate Certificate program. 

The following faculty (vitae attached, Appendix A) would have roles in offering 
courses within the proposed program.  Other faculty, adjunct and part-time, from 
the behavior analysis community would be used for specific courses as needed. 

Full-time Faculty 

Maria Lynn Kessler, PhD – Professor, Applied Psychology.  Dr. Kessler has a PhD 
in Psychology with an emphasis in Applied Behavior Analysis.  She has been 
teaching at Oregon Tech since 2003 and has served as the Applied Psychology 
program director from 2006-2011 and as the Applied Psychology Wilsonville 
Program Director since 2014.  Dr. Kessler serves as the BACB® Approved Course 
Sequence Coordinator.  

John Borgen, PsyD,  BCBA-DTM, Assistant Professor, Humanities and Social 
Sciences.  Dr. Borgen has expertise in teaching and practicing Applied Behavior 
Analysis and is a Board Certified Behavior Analyst-DoctoralTM. 

Adjunct Faculty 

Alice Keyl Austin, PhD, BCBA-DTM, LBA. Dr. Austin has a PhD in Disability 
Disciplines with a specialization in Applied Behavior Analysis and is a Board 
Certified Behavior Analyst-DoctoralTM.  Dr. Austin has extensive experience 
providing behavioral services.  Dr. Austin is the current President of the Oregon 
Association for Behavior Analysis and former member of the Oregon Behavior 
Analysis Regulatory Board. 

Melissa J. Gard, PhD, BCBA-DTM, LBA.  Dr. Gard has a PhD in Applied Behavioral 
Science and is a Board Certified Behavior Analyst-DoctoralTM. She has extensive 
experience providing behavioral services. Dr. Gard is a former President of the 
Oregon Association for Behavior Analysis. 

Jenny White, MA, BCBA, LBA.  Ms. White has a master’s degree in special 
education and is a Board Certified Behavior Analyst and an Oregon Licensed 
Behavior Analyst.  She has extensive experience in special education and providing 
ABA in clinic and home settings.  

Required Positions 

Program Director  

This position would be responsible for preparing all necessary policies and 
procedures for offering the MS-ABA program and for admitting students into the 
program, overseeing the ongoing administration of the program, and contributing to 
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teaching as appropriate.  The position will require release time for administrative 
responsibilities.   

Practicum Coordinator 

Responsibilities include developing relationships with qualified practicum and 
internship sites, maintaining oversight of the students and their experiences at these 
sites, and teaching supervised practicum course.  Qualifications for this position 
would be BCBA or BCBA-D.  This would be a 12-month position in order to ensure 
ongoing support for practicum in the summer.  Note: Oregon Tech has received 
funding from the Oregon Talent Council that will support an ABA practicum 
coordinator position through June 30, 2017.  It is anticipated that this position will 
continue beyond the grant funding period in order to continue to provide supervised 
practicum for students enrolled in the GC-ABA and MEd in ABA & ASD programs.  
Therefore, this may be a continuing, rather than new position.  

Assistant Professor 

Primary responsibilities would be offering the required courses in the MS-ABA 
program.  Qualifications for this position would be doctorate in ABA or related and 
BCBA. 

New Positions 

The department currently has two full-time faculty with expertise in ABA. These 
faculty serve both the undergraduate BPSY and GC-ABA programs.  The additional 
workload demands of the MS-ABA, will require additional faculty.  We anticipate 
enrolling 15 new students per year in the MS program.     

  New Faculty hires in 2016/17 

  New Positions 

   Practicum Coordinator, PhD in ABA, BCBA – 12-month position 

   Assistant Professor, PhD in ABA, BCBA – 9-month position 

g. Other staff. 

It is anticipated that the program will not require additional support staff beyond those 
currently available to the BPSY and GC-ABA programs. 

h. Adequacy of facilities, library, and other resources. 

Library 

The Oregon Tech Library’s Collection Review for the MS-ABA program is attached in 
Appendix B.  The library’s current ABA-related holdings are sufficient to support the 
current undergraduate and graduate ABA programs.  With some limited additional resources, 
the library would be able to meet the additional needs of the MS-ABA.  The current holdings 
include access to electronic article and book databases as well as electronic subscriptions to 
several relevant journals.  The MS-ABA program would benefit from subscriptions to 
several additional journals at an estimated annual cost of $3,104.00.   In order to ensure that 
ABA-related resources remain available, a $4,500 annual budget allowance for the library is 
requested.   
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Facilities and other resources 

The following resources are currently utilized by the GC-ABA and BPSY programs and 
would be utilized by the proposed MS program.   

Classrooms – depending on scheduling, we would anticipate needing up to three 
small lecture classrooms with computer, webcam, microphone, and projector 
equipment; we will use the classrooms currently available 

Computers for student use – available in Student Success Center, Library, and 
Computer labs 

Videoconferencing service – the GC-ABA program currently uses Zoom to allow 
students at remote locations to attend class, we will continue to use Zoom for classes 
in the MS-ABA; we will need to add a subscription for the HIPAA compliant 
version of Zoom for use with the supervised practicum ($199/month).  

The program does not require any additional facilities, equipment, or technology, beyond 
what would normally be provided for new faculty.  We will need to provide additional office 
space and equipment (including computers and phones) for two new faculty members. 

i. Anticipated start date. 
Fall 2017 

2. Relationship to Mission and Goals 

a. Manner in which the proposed program supports the institution’s mission, signature areas of 
focus, and strategic priorities. 

Oregon Tech Mission 

Oregon Institute of Technology, an Oregon public university, offers 
innovative and rigorous applied degree programs in the areas of engineering, 
engineering technologies, health technologies, management, and the arts and 
sciences. To foster student and graduate success, the university provides an 
intimate, hands-on learning environment, focusing on application of theory to 
practice. Oregon Tech offers statewide educational opportunities for the 
emerging needs of Oregonians and provides information and technical 
expertise to state, national and international constituents. 

The MS in Applied Behavior Analysis clearly supports Oregon Tech’s mission to provide 
rigorous, high quality applied degree programs designed to meet accreditation standards, 
focus on the application of theory to practice, and offer statewide educational opportunities 
for emerging needs. 

Applied Degree Program: Applied Behavior Analysis is an applied field and the courses 
provide a strong foundation in theory with a focus on application to practice.  The MS-ABA 
curriculum emphasizes a strong theoretical foundation and hands-on application through 
supervised practicum and thesis requirements. 

Rigorous, High Quality Program: The MS-ABA curriculum includes the nine-course 
sequence that has been evaluated and approved by the BACB® as meeting the course work 
requirements for eligibility to take the national certification exam.  The curriculum has been 
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designed to meet the accreditation standards of the Behavior Analysis Accreditation Board 
(BAAB).   

Statewide Educational Opportunities: The MS-ABA will build upon the Graduate Certificate 
in ABA and continue to offer coursework and practicum sites to students throughout 
Oregon.  The Graduate Certificate offers courses to students via synchronous video-
conferencing (Zoom), combining the ease of access of an online program with the intimate 
interactiveness of an on-campus program.  

Foster Student and Graduate Success: The program provides students with the knowledge 
and skills necessary for immediate employment.  The curriculum and practicum experiences 
prepare students to meet national certification and Oregon licensure requirements.  
Graduates will have the academic training as well as valuable hands-on experience to be 
effective and ethical behavior analysts.   

Emerging Needs: The MS-ABA supports Oregon Tech’s mission to meet the needs of 
Oregon’s citizens by providing the educational experience that will allow graduates to 
provide critical expertise in addressing serious social problems.  The need for behavior 
analysts to provide ABA services to children with autism is great.  This program will allow 
Oregon Tech to meet the demand for an accessible Master’s degree program.  This program 
will provide a pathway for professionals entering or already working in the autism field to 
earn the credential they need in order to continue to provide these services in Oregon under 
the new administrative rules established by the Behavior Analysis Regulatory Board (BARB).  
In addition to addressing the immediate and urgent need for behavior analysts to work in 
autism, graduates of the program will be prepared to address emerging needs in myriad 
educational, behavioral health, and organizational areas where behavior analysts work. 

Signature Area of Focus 

Oregon Tech has been a leader in the state in developing and providing education and 
training in ABA. ABA has been a signature area of focus for Oregon Tech since 2011 when 
the undergraduate ABA course sequence was approved by the BACB® as meeting the 
course work requirements for national certification as an assistant behavior analyst (BCaBA).  
Oregon Tech began offering graduate courses in ABA in 2013.  The courses were approved 
by the BACB® as meeting the course work requirements for national certification as a 
behavior analyst (BCBA) in 2014.  Oregon Tech began offering a Graduate Certificate in 
ABA in 2015.  In response to the growing demand for licensed behavior analysts in Oregon 
and the lack of an Oregon-based master’s degree related to ABA, Oregon Tech partnered 
with Southern Oregon University to deliver a Master’s degree in Education with emphasis in 
ABA and Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD).  This unique collaboration allowed our 
universities to respond quickly to an urgent need for qualified ABA therapy providers.  
Oregon Tech, with support from the Oregon Talent Council, is working to develop a 
statewide supervision network to meet the need for supervised experience.  Oregon Tech 
has developed strong, positive industry partnerships from which we have created an 
excellent pool of adjunct instructors who serve our ABA programs as instructors and 
advisors for curriculum development and are ready to bring their expertise to the MS-ABA.  
Our industry partners are eager to establish practicum sites for the ABA programs.  Centria 
Health, Cascade Behavioral Interventions, and A Hope for Autism are actively engaged with 
Oregon Tech as partners for the OTC grant.  Oregon Tech has a well-established 
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commitment to developing this new sector of behavioral health services in the state of 
Oregon.  The next step for Oregon Tech is to build upon our established programs and 
implement the MS-ABA which will allow us to meet the need for highly qualified behavior 
analysts who are prepared to provide ABA services in all areas.  

 Strategic Priorities 

The Oregon Tech Strategic Action Plan (http://www.oit.edu/docs/default-source/faculty-
staff-documents/strategic-plan/strategic-action-plan.pdf?sfvrsn=4) identifies four core 
themes and five goals.  The MS-ABA is clearly aligned with the university’s strategic 
priorities.  The MS-ABA is an applied degree program designed to ensure student and 
graduate success, and provide statewide educational opportunities.  The MS-ABA program 
will contribute to the achievement of Oregon Tech’s five strategic goals in the following 
ways.  

Goal 1: Student Success. 

The MS-ABA is designed to foster student success by providing a degree that prepares 
students to meet the workforce demand for the highly qualified behavior analysts, providing 
statewide access to courses and practicum opportunities, maintaining low in-class student-to-
faculty ratios, and establishing practicum opportunities with industry partners throughout 
Oregon.  

Goal 2: Faculty and Staff Success. 

The MS-ABA curriculum requires students to complete a thesis.  This requirement provides 
faculty with the opportunity to engage in applied research, allowing faculty to be supported 
in their professional development.  The rigorous curriculum and thesis requirements will 
attract and contribute to the retention of faculty who are passionate about their profession 
and eager to share that passion with students. 

Goal 3: Economic and Workforce Connections 

The Oregon Talent Council has identified behavioral health workers as a pivotal, high 
demand occupation.  The MS-ABA is designed to contribute to the economic development 
of Oregon by providing the education and training needed to meet this mission-critical 
workforce demand and is built upon our positive relationships with industry partners.  The 
statewide focus of the program will allow us to meet the workforce demand in urban and 
rural areas of the state and to serve all Oregonians. 

Goal 4: Student Access and Diversity  

The MS-ABA program is designed to facilitate student access, providing the options for 
face-to-face courses that can be attended on campus or via Zoom.  Statewide access to the 
program is especially beneficial for students in rural areas of the state.  Diversity in the 
student population is desirable and students from rural areas and from underserved 
populations will be encouraged to apply.  

Goal 5: University Financial Success 

The MS-ABA will attract new students to the university, thus contributing to enrollment 
growth and the financial success of the university.  The MS-ABA may attract students to our 

http://www.oit.edu/docs/default-source/faculty-staff-documents/strategic-plan/strategic-action-plan.pdf?sfvrsn=4
http://www.oit.edu/docs/default-source/faculty-staff-documents/strategic-plan/strategic-action-plan.pdf?sfvrsn=4
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undergraduate ABA programs as well as attracting our recent graduates to return to Oregon 
Tech for the MS degree.  

b. Manner in which the proposed program contributes to institutional and statewide goals for 
student access and diversity, quality learning, research, knowledge creation and innovation, 
and economic and cultural support of Oregon and its communities. 

Student access and diversity 

The MS-ABA program is designed to facilitate student access, providing the options for 
face-to-face courses that can be attended on campus or via Zoom.  Statewide access to the 
program is especially beneficial for students in rural areas of the state.  Diversity in the 
student population is desirable and students from rural areas and from underserved 
populations will be encouraged to apply.  

Quality learning: 

In addition to providing a rigorous curriculum, and conducting regular assessment of 
learning outcomes, the program will admit students who have the necessary characteristics to 
succeed in this field. In order to ensure that students will have the necessary preparation for 
success in the MS-ABA program, applicants for admission to the program must meet the 
Oregon Tech Graduate Programs Admission requirements as well as MS-ABA program 
specific requirements. 

Applicants to the MS-ABA program at Oregon Tech shall meet the following requirements: 

- Undergraduate coursework: Bachelor’s degree from an accredited four-year institution in 
Psychology or a related field and coursework with a grade of C or better in Research 
Methods and Statistics, 

- Academic Standing: be in good academic standing at last college or university attended,  

- GPA: Overall undergraduate GPA of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale for the last 90 term (60 semester) 
units attempted and for the last 45 term hours of the major (or graduate GPA of 3.0), 

- GRE Scores: Graduate Record Examination scores for Verbal Reasoning at 150, for 
Quantitative Reasoning at 14, and for Analytical Writing at 3.5. GRE scores over five 
years old are not accepted. 

- Background Check: Because of the nature of the degree and the subsequent use of 
practicum requirements to work with children and/or other vulnerable populations, all 
applicants must be able to pass a criminal background check – such as that conducted by 
the Oregon Department of Human Services (DHS) or Head Start,     

- Personal Statement: applicants will be required to write a statement that addresses career 
goals and relevance to the program, evidence of aptitude for graduate work and evidence 
of potential for success in the field,   

- Reference Letters: Applicants to the program will be required to provide three academic 
and professional letters of reference that address the applicant’s preparation, abilities, 
and character, 

- Other: International students may have additional admission requirements including 
TOEFL scores (minimum of 550 paper-based TOEFL, 213 computer-based TOEFL, 79 
Internet-based TOEFL, or 6.5 IELTS), transcript evaluations and visa requirements. 
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Research, knowledge creation and innovation:  The MS-ABA will require students to 
complete a thesis as part of the curriculum.  The practice of ABA emphasizes the use of 
research methods in treatment delivery, thus providing a natural opportunity to advance 
research interests of faculty, students, and the university.  

Economic support of Oregon and its communities: 

The MS in ABA at Oregon Tech will provide statewide access to the education that 
professionals need in order to practice and be reimbursed for ABA services, determined at 
both the state (through the Oregon Behavior Analyst Regulatory Board (BARB)) and 
national (through the BACB®) levels.  The program will deliver a quality educational 
learning experience as evidenced by the BACB® approval of the curriculum.  

The use of synchronous videoconferencing technology provides an alternative to the fully 
online programs for students in all areas of the state who prefer the real-time, face-to-face 
educational experience.  

Providing the education and training in ABA supports the economic development of 
communities throughout Oregon by contributing to the workforce development in an 
emerging, mission-critical sector.   

c. Manner in which the program meets regional or statewide needs and enhances the state’s 
capacity to: 

i. improve educational attainment in the region and state; 
The MS-ABA contributes to the state’s capacity to achieve the goal of 40-40-20 by 
providing statewide access to a MS degree that prepares graduates to enter the 
workforce prepared to meet the demand for highly qualified ABA professionals.  

ii. respond effectively to social, economic, and environmental challenges and 
opportunities; and 

MS-ABA has been developed in response to the need for highly qualified behavior 
analysts to provide ABA therapy.  This program will contribute to the state’s capacity 
to meet the social challenges of providing ABA therapy.  Providing the education and 
training for individuals to meet certification and licensure requirements will allow 
Oregonians to meet workforce demands and thereby contribute to the economic 
development of communities.  

iii. address civic and cultural demands of citizenship. 
Ethics and professionalism components of the curriculum will directly address the 
responsibilities of graduates, including the responsibility to participate in such civic 
responsibilities as serving on regulatory boards. 

3. Accreditation 

a. Accrediting body or professional society that has established standards in the area in which 
the program lies, if applicable. 

The Behavior Analyst Certification Board® (BACB) is the credentialing body for behavior 
analysts.  The BACB® establishes the requirements for national certification and reviews 
and approves university course sequences in applied behavior analysis that meet the 
coursework requirements.  The MS-ABA curriculum includes the BACB® approved course 
sequence for the BCBA credential.  There are no fees associated with BACB® approval. 
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Behavior Analysis Accreditation Board (BAAB) accredits bachelors, masters and doctoral 
programs in behavior analysis.  The fees for BAAB accreditation are listed below. 

Accreditation Fees 

 $2,000 Application Fee per program 

$2,000 Annual Fee 

$2,000 Re-Accreditation Fee 

Domestic Site Visits 

$800 Accreditation Site Visit (per site visitor, minimum two visitors) 

$800 Re-accreditation Site Visit (per site visitor, minimum two visitors) 

$1,250 Resource Visit Fee (Optional) 

b. Ability of the program to meet professional accreditation standards.  If the program does 
not or cannot meet those standards, the proposal should identify the area(s) in which it is 
deficient and indicate steps needed to qualify the program for accreditation and date by 
which it would be expected to be fully accredited. 

The program has been designed to meet the accreditation standards and there are no 
anticipated obstacles to achieving accreditation. 

c. If the proposed program is a graduate program in which the institution offers an 
undergraduate program, proposal should identify whether or not the undergraduate program 
is accredited and, if not, what would be required to qualify it for accreditation. 

Oregon Tech does not offer an undergraduate degree in Applied Behavior Analysis.  Oregon 
Tech does offer a five-course undergraduate sequence in ABA that has been evaluated and 
approved by the BACB® as meeting the course work requirements for eligibility to take the 
national certification exam for Board Certified Assistant Behavior Analyst (BCaBA). 

d. If accreditation is a goal, the proposal should identify the steps being taken to achieve 
accreditation.  If the program is not seeking accreditation, the proposal should indicate why 
it is not. 
The MS-ABA program will seek accreditation from the BAAB.  The first step towards 
accreditation is to design the curriculum to meet the standards.  The proposed curriculum 
has been designed to meet the BAAB standards.  The next step is to conduct a self-study.  
The self-study will require data collected over a period of at least five years.  Once the 
program has been approved and implemented, we will begin work on the self-study.  

4. Need 

a. Anticipated fall term headcount and FTE enrollment over each of the next five years. 

2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 

New  15  15  15  15  15 

Returning 15  15  15  15  15 

Total  15  30  30  30  30 

b. Expected degrees/certificates produced over the next five years. 
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2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 
---  15  15  15  15 

c. Characteristics of students to be served (resident/nonresident/international; traditional/ 
nontraditional; full-time/part-time, etc.).  

We expect to serve students from across Oregon as well as students from contiguous states, 
including both traditional and non-traditional students. 

It is understood that some students may choose to attend the program on a part-time basis, 
which would decrease the number of credits taken per term, and increase the number of 
terms to earn the degree.    

d. Evidence of market demand. 

Behavior analysts are in high demand in a variety of behavioral health and industry related 
areas.  The need for behavior analysts to provide ABA services to children with autism is 
particularly urgent.  However, ABA is not limited to serving families and individuals affected 
by autism. Behavior analysts provide services across a wide variety of populations (including 
autism, intellectual and developmental disabilities, psychological impairment, and traumatic 
brain injury as well as typically-developed populations) and work in a variety of settings 
(homes, clinics, schools, organizations, and in the community) to enhance independence, 
productivity, manage performance, and reduce harm. As the applicability of behavioral 
services becomes more apparent, so too does the demand for BCBA’s and for graduate 
training programs that offer curriculum that can result in behavior analyst certification.   

In May of 1998 the Behavior Analyst Certification Board, Inc.® was formed to develop 
national certification standards for practicing behavior analysts. This organization grew from 
a demand for competent practitioners who could provide services to the rising number of 
children and families affected by autism spectrum disorder. The number of students meeting 
autism diagnostic criteria within public schools is estimated to be between 1 in 88 and 1 in 
50, more than any other disability category in the country.  

Demand for Behavior Analysts can be seen in the tremendous growth in professionals 
certified by the BACB®.  A 2015 workforce report (Appendix C) indicated increasing 
demand for behavior analysts.  This demand for BCBAs is reflected by the increase in job 
postings for behavior analysts, with 116% growth between 2012 and 2014.  Positions 
requiring the BCBA credential were found across a range of occupations and industries, 
including health care, educational services, and social assistance.  

A recent search online for job postings for BCBA®s found 2,244 postings 
(http://www.indeed.com/q-Board-Certified-Behavior-Analyst-Bcba-jobs.html retrieved 
9/5/2016). 

The results from 2014 survey conducted by the Association for Professional Behavior 
Analysts (APBA) provides additional evidence of growth in ABA (Appendix D).  They 
noted that the number of behavior analysts holding BACB credentials nearly tripled between 
the years of 2008 and 2014.  They reported that the modal income for behavior analysts was 
between $65,000 and $75,000, with 30% reporting income over $75,000.  Behavior analysts 
reported working in a variety of areas including autism spectrum disorders, intellectual and 

http://www.indeed.com/q-Board-Certified-Behavior-Analyst-Bcba-jobs.html%20retrieved%209/5/2016
http://www.indeed.com/q-Board-Certified-Behavior-Analyst-Bcba-jobs.html%20retrieved%209/5/2016


  March 3, 2017 

 Oregon Tech Board of Trustees 
AQ&SS Committee Page 17 2.1 MS - ABA 

developmental disabilities, education, child welfare, brain injury, corrections and 
delinquency, and organizational behavior management. 

In Oregon, the demand for behavior analysts has increased since passage of legislation in 
2013 that removed insurance coverage barriers to accessing ABA services and created the 
Behavior Analysis Regulatory Board (BARB) and the licensure of behavior analysts and 
assistant behavior analysts.  Although there are more than 15,000 certificants registered with 
the BACB®, only 80 reside in Oregon.  Oregon has approximately 10,000 children between 
the ages of 3 and 21diagnosed with autism.  The current number of BCBA®s is alarmingly 
inadequate to meet the needs of this population with industry analysis indicating an 
immediate need for an additional 1,300 licensed providers.  This need for qualified providers 
was highlighted in an article in the Bend Bulletin 
(http://www.bendbulletin.com/home/1371292-151/therapy-helps-ease-autism#)  (see 
Appendix E). 

The Oregon Talent Council (OTC) has recognized the demand for qualified ABA providers 
and awarded Oregon Tech a grant to develop a university-based supervised practicum for 
training ABA providers.  The Oregon Talent Plan identified mental and behavioral health 
counselors as “mission critical occupations”, with frontline behavioral health providers in 
high demand, especially in rural areas.  Oregon Tech’s OTC grant will address the critical 
need for qualified Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) therapy providers to serve the growing 
population of children with autism.  Oregon Tech is working with three ABA providers to 
establish practicum sites.  Centria HealthCare, Cascade Behavioral Interventions, and A 
Hope for Autism have joined with Oregon Tech in order to meet their growing workforce 
needs. (see Appendix F) 

The MS-ABA program will provide a pathway for professionals entering or already working 
in the autism field to earn the credential they need in order to continue to provide these 
services in Oregon under the new administrative rules established by the Behavior Analysis 
Regulatory Board (BARB).  The MS-ABA also provides the foundation in ABA that 
prepares professionals to pursue employment as behavior analysts across populations and 
settings.  

e. If the program’s location is shared with another similar Oregon public university program, 
the proposal should provide externally validated evidence of need (e.g., surveys, focus 
groups, documented requests, occupational/employment statistics and forecasts). 

There are no other ABA master’s degree programs offered in the Oregon public university 
system; Oregonians do not have access to a local program in ABA and are left with the 
choice of moving or seeking the degree through online programs only. 

f. Estimate the prospects for success of program graduates (employment or graduate school) 
and consideration of licensure, if appropriate. What are the expected career paths for 
students in this program? 

The program is designed to provide students with the approved course work and supervised 
experience necessary to meet the requirements to be eligible for the national certification 
exam.  Students who pass the national exam will be eligible for licensure as Behavior 
Analysts in Oregon.   

http://www.bendbulletin.com/home/1371292-151/therapy-helps-ease-autism
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Some students who complete the program may decide to pursue a doctoral program. Others 
may seek employment as behavior analysts in a variety of settings and working with a variety 
of client populations.  It is expected that many graduates will work for agencies that provide 
ABA therapy to individuals with autism and other disabilities.  Graduates may also pursue 
opportunities to provide independent consulting to schools, businesses or organizations.  

5. Outcomes and Quality Assessment 

a. Expected learning outcomes of the program. 

1. Students will understand the history and philosophy of behaviorism and basic theoretical 
approaches to understanding behavior. 

2. Students will demonstrate competence in understanding how principles of behavior are 
discovered and described in the context of basic research. 

3. Students will use technical terminology to explain and provide examples of the 
characteristics, concepts, principles, and processes of behavior analysis. 

4. Students will demonstrate an understanding of, and ability to conduct behavioral 
assessments and functional behavioral analyses, and identify strengths and limitations of  

5. Students will demonstrate competence in the measurement of behavior, data collection, data 
analysis, and graphic representation. 

6. Students will demonstrate competence in single-subject research designs and will identify 
and describe the advantages, disadvantages, and ethical considerations of research designs 

7. Students will critically evaluate research, analyze, and apply research findings to the practice 
of applied behavior analysis. 

8. Students will explain the fundamental elements of behavioral interventions including 
behavior change strategies, procedures and systems, including identification of scientific 
evidence and methods for ensuring effective implementation and maintenance of behavioral 
programs. 

9. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the legal constraints and ethical guidelines as 
pertinent to behavioral research and practice. 

10. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the roles, functions, and responsibilities of 
professional behavior analysts, including relationships with professional organizations, and 
maintaining professional credentials. 

11. Students will demonstrate the professional skills essential to developing professional and 
therapeutic relationships, set goals, maintain boundaries, evaluate client outcome, terminate 
treatment, and collaborate with other professionals 

12. Students will demonstrate competent oral and written communication.  

b. Methods by which the learning outcomes will be assessed and used to improve curriculum 
and instruction. 

The program will follow the procedures for assessment as identified by the Oregon Tech 
Commission on Assessment.  Annual department reports and assessment reports will 
include information about the program objectives.  Assessment of program objectives will 
include measures of graduation rates, post-graduation employment and/or continuing 
education rates, pass rate of graduates on licensure exams, and feedback from current 
students (in the form of course evaluations), graduating students (exit surveys), and 
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practicum and internship site supervisors.  Additional post-approval monitoring will be 
reflected in the accreditation process as we apply for and maintain accreditation for the 
program. Program faculty will utilize the assessment data and reports to guide program 
development and changes, if necessary.  The particular changes that might be required would 
be determined by the assessment results.  Student learning will be assessed utilizing a variety 
of direct and indirect measures.  Measures may include:  

- student performance on exams, 

- direct observation of skills in role plays and in applied settings as measured by skill 
checklists and/or rubrics, 

- self-assessment of knowledge, skills, and abilities (e.g., self-assessment portion of 
practicum evaluation), and 

- evaluation of student performance by practicum site supervisors. 

c. Nature and level of research and/or scholarly work expected of program faculty; indicators 
of success in those areas. 
Program faculty will be expected to meet expectations for professional development as 
described in the Oregon Tech tenure and promotion policies.   

The MS-ABA curriculum includes a thesis.  Program faculty will be expected to supervise 
student research.  Indicators of success include the number of student theses completed, 
number of student/faculty presentations and publications. 

6. Program Integration and Collaboration 

a. Closely related programs in this or other Oregon colleges and universities. 

No other colleges or universities in Oregon currently offer a Master’s of Science degree in 
Applied Behavior Analysis.   

Oregon Tech offers a graduate certificate in ABA. The University of Oregon offers a 
BACB® approved course sequence on-campus as a component of their special education 
and school psychology programs.  Portland State offers the courses through their online 
special education programs. Oregon Tech and Southern Oregon University offer a joint, 
one-year, Master’s in Education degree with emphasis in Autism Spectrum Disorder and 
Applied Behavior Analysis.      

The proposed MS-ABA is distinctly different from these programs in scope and emphasis.  
The MS-ABA focuses specifically on applied behavior analysis and applications beyond 
special education. 

b. Ways in which the program complements other similar programs in other Oregon 
institutions and other related programs at this institution.  Proposal should identify the 
potential for collaboration. 

Oregon Tech currently collaborates with SOU to offer the joint MEd in ABA/ASD.  We 
will continue to collaborate with SOU to offer this degree.  The supervised practicum course 
may be attractive to students in ABA programs that lack the practicum component.  We will 
continue to explore opportunities to collaborate.  

c. If applicable, proposal should state why this program may not be collaborating with existing 
similar programs. 
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NA 

d. Potential impacts on other programs. 
There are no other MS-ABA programs in Oregon; therefore, it is unlikely that this degree 
offering will significantly impact other programs.  This program will attract students who are 
interested in applied behavior analysis but are not necessarily interested in pursuing a degree 
in special education. Currently, the choice for this population of students is to move out of 
state or to attend an online master’s program.  

7.   External Review 

If the proposed program is a graduate level program, follow the guidelines provided in External 
Review of New Graduate Level Academic Programs in addition to completing all of the above 
information. 

 

 

 

 

Revised May 2016
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Report Summary  
External Review of New Graduate Level Academic Programs 

 
External Reviewers:  
Tim Hackenberg, Professor of Psychology, Reed College 
Dave Pyles, Associate Professor, The Chicago School of Professional Psychology 
Tyra Sellers, Assistant Professor, Utah State University 
 
Dates of Review: 01/23/2017 & 01/24/2017 
Date of Report: 01/31/2017 
 
Purpose: The purpose of this review was to evaluate Oregon Institute of Technology’s (OIT) 
proposal for a new Master of Science in Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) degree program in 
the College of Health, Arts, and Sciences, Department of Humanities and Social 
Sciences/Applied Behavior Analysis. This review was based on specific goals and criteria set 
forth by the Higher Education Coordinating Commission (HECC). One reviewer resides and is 
faculty at a college in Oregon and the other two reviewers are from peer institutions outside of 
Oregon. 
 
Summary of External Review Activities: The evaluators reviewed the various documents 
provided by OIT, conducted on-site visits of the Klamath Falls and Wilsonville campuses, and 
conducted interviews with seven students (two undergraduates and five master’s students) and 
the faculty/administrators listed below.  
  

• Alice Austin, Faculty 
• John Borgen, Faculty 
• Melissa Gard, Faculty 
• MariaLynn Kessler, Faculty 
• Ryan Madden, Faculty 
• LeAnn Maupin, Interim Provost, Dean, College of Health, Arts & Sciences 
• Laura McKinney, Vice President for the Wilsonville campus 
• Mark Neupert, Department Chair 

 
Summary of Areas of Evaluation: The external reviewers assessed the proposed program, in 
terms of current feasibility, as well as projected future growth and success. Below are summary 
statements addressing the four primary areas indicated by HECC: (A) Program, (B) Faculty, (C) 
Need, and (D) Resources. 
 
A. Program 

The proposal seeks to create and develop a stand-alone Master’s level degree in Applied 
Behavior Analysis (ABA).  As spelled out in the proposal, the need for applied behavior analysts 
is at all-time high in Oregon, and continues to grow.  At present, there are no similar programs in 
the state to meet such needs.  The proposed program would be an important step in this direction, 
providing students with access to education and training for high-demand jobs that address 
pressing social problems.   
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The program would be the first stand-alone MS in ABA program in the state of Oregon, and will 
be uniquely situated to effectively train qualified professionals in ABA.  At present, students 
wishing to meet the Behavior Analyst Certification Board (BACB) certification requirements, 
and ABA licensing requirements have but few options.  For example, one program offers online 
courses from an ABA program in a different state, but includes no provision for the clinical 
supervision hours required by the BACB to become a Board Certified Behavior Analyst 
(BCBA).  To increase opportunities for ABA training, OIT recently developed a joint master’s 
program with Southern Oregon University in Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) and ABA.  
While serving this population with ABA services is a pressing need, we should point out that 
ABA extends well beyond ASD (e.g., direct service to individuals with intellectual disabilities, 
educational services, organizational behavior management and human performance management, 
to name just a few).  Graduates of the ABA program would therefore be employable in various 
settings addressing a range of populations including but not limited to ASD.  The current 
program would complement but not replace these existing opportunities, enabling ABA students 
to obtain the training needed to meet all the requirements of the major licensing entities, and to 
gain employment in a rapidly growing field.   

A major strength of the program is a rigorous and highly structured curriculum, with small 
classes and hands-on clinical and research supervision from highly trained experts in ABA.  
Building on communication technology already in place, the courses would be broadly 
accessible throughout the state, including remote regions and to traditionally underserved 
populations.  The faculty are exceptionally well qualified to teach and supervise, having 
demonstrated success in meeting the needs of a diverse student population across the state both 
within the current OIT program and in the community through partnerships with professional 
organizations and local clinical providers of ABA.  The program would be administered through 
the department of Humanities and Social Sciences, a unit with an excellent track record of 
productive training programs, including the newly established Marriage and Family Therapy 
Masters program.   

In addition to rigorous teaching and research requirements, another distinctive strength of the 
program is an intensive practicum experience in accord with the BACB’s supervision 
requirements.  Students will receive 750 hours of supervised practice with 10% of those hours 
being supervised on a weekly basis.  The BACB Supervision Guidelines allow half the 
supervision hours to be conducted in a group setting, with the other half to be done one-on-one 
with a qualified supervisor.  The remaining 50% of the supervision occurs one-on-one with a 
BACB at the practicum site.  These intensive practicum experiences would increase the (a) 
frequency and total amount of supervised hours from BCBAs and BCBA-Ds (Doctoral level 
BCBAs), (b) quality of the clinical experience and the amount of crossover between the course 
content and the clinical activities, and (c) rate at which the students accrue experience hours, 
allowing them to complete the requirements and potentially sit for and pass the BACB exam in a 
timely manner, resulting in increased consumer access to much needed ABA services.   

Success of the program will be evaluated in several ways, including (a) review by the major 
professional organizations, including coursework pre-approval by the BACB (the main 
credentialing organization in the field) (b) accreditation by the Behavior Analysis Accreditation 
Board of the Association for Behavior Analysis International (the main scientific and 
professional organization in the field), (c) BCBA exam pass rates, (d) student credit hours, (e), 
graduation rates, (f) professional contributions (e.g., publications, presentations at professional 
meetings), (g) employment after graduation, and (h) admission rates to doctoral programs. 

A stand-alone program with integrated coursework and practicum curriculum is challenging, but 
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much of the groundwork for the program has already been laid.  OIT received a state-funded 
grant from the Oregon Talent Council (OTC) in July 1st, 2016 – June 30th June 2017, to assess 
the needs for, and develop the provision of, clinical supervision for those pursuing certification 
while accruing required experience and supervision hours.  Once the proposed program is 
launched, practicum experiences would take place either in an on-campus clinic or in partnership 
with local clinical providers.  Some such partnerships with local providers have already been 
established and would expand with the growth of the program.  These partnerships both expand 
the range of practicum opportunities, and serve as potential job placement sites, enhancing 
employment opportunities for graduates of the program.   

There are other challenges relating to staffing (faculty and support staff) and to student 
recruitment and support, discussed in more detail below.  Based on our interviews, OIT 
administrators are well aware of these challenges, and have outlined strategic plans to assess, 
prepare for, and address them.  Needless to say, a responsive and forward-thinking 
administration is key to the sustained success of fledgling programs like this.  We were therefore 
pleased to see such strong administrative support for the program.  
 
B. FACULTY  
Based on a review of the vitae provided, as well as interviews with several of the faculty and 
students, the review committee finds the current faculty to be of high quality for the courses 
outlined in the proposal. The faculty and adjunct instructors have taught courses in ABA for the 
past several terms and have clinical expertise in the field. Faculty members have been successful 
at securing grants from the state to directly benefit the proposed program. The proposal indicates 
the use of current faculty and adjunct professors, as well as an additional FTE faculty and an 
FTE practicum coordinator to be hired. There do not appear to be any obvious threats to 
sustainability (i.e., pending retirements); however, potential demand for enrollment in the 
program is a likely stressor on the current faculty numbers. The current faculty and 
administration indicated that they are committed to engaging in active assessment of needs for 
additional supports as the program grows and address identified needs through the department’s 
regular strategic planning processes.  

The main strengths of the current faculty and adjunct instructors include: 

• All faculty and adjunct instructors have an expertise in Applied Behavior Analysis 

• Faculty and adjunct instructors have diverse areas of clinical and research expertise that 
allow an offering of a variety of courses and relevant experiences for students 

• Adjunct instructors are local ABA practitioners and are active in the state-level ABA 
organizations, providing the program with a direct line to the community of consumers 
and other relevant resources, in terms of potential students, clinical practicum 
placements, and client consumers of ABA services 

• All faculty and instructors have experience with delivering instruction and supervision in 
both face-to-face and distance formats 

The faculty workload is fairly heavy, requiring them to teach 3-4 courses each quarter. The 
faculty members are also in charge of providing student advising, research oversight, and 
mentoring. This workload is offset by the use of local clinical ABA practitioners as adjunct 
instructors and supervision practica. Finally, the workload will be offset by the addition of the 
new FTE faculty and coordinator positions. As mentioned above, the faculty and administration 
are aware of the likelihood that enrollment will increase significantly once the program is active. 
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To address this, they are forecasting the need for increased faculty and administrative supports in 
the department strategic planning meetings. 
 
C. NEED  
The proposal, along with Appendices C and D (Behavior Analyst Workforce Demand & 2014 
APBA Employment Survey Prelim Report), clearly indicate an immediate and growing demand 
for clinical-level providers in ABA, specifically those who are board certified (BCBA). This 
need is driven by several relevant variables.  Oregon recently passed legislation mandating that 
insurance companies cover ABA services for individuals with ASD, as well as enacted licensure 
for professionals wishing to provide those services. There is a current dearth of ABA providers 
in Oregon, but a pressing need for services. According to the Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention, approximately 1 in 68 children have been identified with ASD, and 1 in 6 children in 
the United States is diagnosed with an intellectual disability. Another relevant variable is the lack 
of a program offering a stand-alone graduate degree in ABA that incorporates the required 
course sequence and experience/supervision to meet the requirement for becoming a BCBA. The 
proposed program by OIT will provide students with an opportunity to access a graduate degree 
in ABA within the state, which is currently not available. Graduating students who remain in 
Oregon and provide clinical ABA services will be providing a direct benefit to the community. 
Those OIT-graduate providers are also likely to act as a pipeline, directing therapists into OIT’s 
undergraduate and/or graduate programs. They may also serve as supervisors and practica 
placements through OIT. Interested students from neighboring states without easy access to 
similar ABA graduate programs may also elect to relocate to Oregon to pursue the program at 
OIT. 
 
D. RESOURCES  
Based on our interviews with OIT administrative staff and faculty and review of the program 
proposal, we will address below the current and projected resources in the following areas: (1) 
Faculty and staff, (2) Student recruitment and support, and (3) Infrastructure.  

1. Faculty and staff 

The current plan is to hire one faculty and a practicum coordinator for the new program.  These 
numbers should be adequate as the program begins, but may need to be expanded as the program 
grows and more courses are offered and a greater number of students require clinical and 
research supervision.  One faculty line is requested to help accommodate the needs of the 
program as a whole, including teaching, advising, and research and clinical supervision.  This 
line is well justified, given the needs of what promises to be a popular program.  Given the 
timing of program onset, however, it is likely that this position would not be filled until Year 2, 
providing sufficient time for a proper search.  This would also give faculty a better sense of 
greatest need in the program after its first year.  A more immediate staffing need is for the 
second requested position, that of Practicum Coordinator.  The school currently has a practicum 
coordinator, Dawn Bailey, PhD, funded in part by the OTC grant, but this grant will end later 
this year.  Given the intensive practicum requirements in the program (described in Section A), 
this type of position is much needed and well justified. 

The number of faculty (including the addition of one FTE faculty and one program coordinator 
when the program starts) thus appears adequate for initiating the program.  The program as 
designed is robust, however, and will require the development of new courses as well as research 
and clinical supervision.  These tasks will require a great deal of faculty time and energy. The 
need for additional faculty to serve in these roles should be evaluated on an ongoing basis, and 
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will likely require additional resources as the program matures. 

In addition to faculty lines, adequate administrative and clerical support is needed to ensure the 
myriad of factors requiring coordination are managed efficiently (e.g., class scheduling and 
enrollment proceeds smoothly, administrative difficulties are addressed, announcements made, 
necessary meetings occur).  Currently, faculty members are serving in an advisory capacity, 
which may be adequate for the current situation and program.  Once the program has been 
established, however, it would be much more cost effective to have a designated person (e.g., 
administrative assistant) perform those duties and to design systems for smooth departmental 
operations.  This would help ensure that faculty time is freed up for the program-critical 
functions of teaching, supervision, and mentoring.  Financially, it would make sense to have an 
administrative assistant handling such tasks than comparably more expensive faculty. 

The school allocates funds for faculty conference attendance, which currently is enough to cover 
registration at the annual ABAI conference, but not travel and other expenses. Publications and 
presentations at state and national conferences raise the visibility of the program, and are helpful 
for recruiting both students and faculty. 

2. Student recruitment and support 

Critical to the success of the program will be student recruitment and retention.  To that end, we 
discussed in our interviews some of the ways the institution has thought to enhance the visibility 
of the program, including advertising and marketing with local colleges and service providers.  
Another effective recruitment tool is to present posters at professional meetings (as mentioned 
above).  The annual ABAI meeting, for example, includes a poster session featuring training 
opportunities in the field, at which student and faculty representatives provide information to 
prospective students.  Thus, along with faculty travel support, it will be important to also provide 
access to travel funds by students.   

Graduates of the undergraduate applied psychology program at OIT would also provide a steady 
stream of qualified applicants, especially those in the ABA track.  We also heard about some 
interesting plans to develop partnerships with local community colleges, offering some 
introductory ABA courses, to help feed the OIT undergraduate program while simultaneously 
preparing those students for employment as behavior technicians while they attend school.  
Although such efforts are not directly related to the proposed Masters program, they are part of a 
coordinated and strategic approach to recruitment for highly qualified applicants to the program.  
And while it seems likely that the rigor of the program and the professional opportunities in the 
state will attract students from neighboring states (e.g., California, Washington, Idaho, Utah), the 
primary focus would be on serving the needs of students in the state of Oregon.   

To retain students once they are admitted, a concerted effort should be made to provide some 
means of financial support (e.g., scholarships, teaching assistantships, reduced tuition, and/or 
out-of-state tuition waivers) to help defray the costs of obtaining the degree in a timely fashion.   
Because some (and perhaps many) students will also be working outside the program, timely 
progress will depend on students striking a balance between program requirements and living 
costs.  It follows, then, that financial assistance that enables students to work fewer hours outside 
the program will facilitate timely progress through the program (one of the benchmarks for 
success described in Section A).   

3. Infrastructure  

We found the current facilities and equipment to be sufficient for the proposed program.  For 
remote classrooms, the school is using Zoom, which is HIPAA compatible.  That level of 
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security is important, because practicum supervision will be conducted in groups remotely, and 
will involve discussion of protected information. There are some potential stresses related to the 
compatibility of the equipment across campuses and remotely that has caused delays in starting 
classes on time and will be addressed by the CIO when that person is hired.  

The program has proposed $4500 for its budget for library support.  Currently, the library has a 
subscription to the Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, the flagship journal of applied behavior 
analysis.  It has electronic subscriptions to several other journals, some of which limit the 
availability of copies unless the school also has a subscription to hard copies as well.  Should that 
problem interfere with student and faculty accessing those journals, the budget may need to be 
adjusted to allow unlimited access. 
 
Summary 

In sum, the program is well suited to train emerging professionals in a growing market.  The 
rigorous curriculum, that includes extensive coursework and research and clinical supervision, 
should enhance the pass rates for the BCBA examination.  Obtaining BCBA certification comes 
with substantial salary increases from what students would earn without it.  This influx of well 
paid professionals (i.e., taxpayers) would additionally enhance the revenue base for the state.  
The proximity of the different campus programs to the states of Washington, Idaho, and 
California should also help maximize employment opportunities for graduates in a profession 
where there are approximately 6-10 positions for each person to fill them, and a demand that 
continues to grow as more and more disciplines recognize the extent to which behavior analysts 
provide measurable improvement in their services.   

These external factors will help ensure the continued need for qualified BCBAs, but the 
sustained success of the program will require ongoing administrative support.  We were therefore 
heartened to see a shared enthusiasm and vision among the faculty and administration for 
creating and maintaining a high quality program, including strategic planning for its continued 
growth and success.  All of the people with whom we spoke expressed a clear understanding of 
the need for the program and its distinctive niche in Oregon, and in assessing the market forces 
making it likely that students will have practica and employment after graduation. 
 
Together with the hands-on training of practical skills that meet such workforce demands, the 
partnerships with industry fit with the mission, strategic objectives, and educational philosophy 
of OIT.  And because the program would be the first of its kind in the state, it would help set the 
standards for educational rigor and professional readiness for future generations of applied 
behavior analysts.   
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EXTERNAL REVIEW RESPONSE 

 

To:  LeAnn Maupin, Interim Provost 
From:  Maria Lynn Kessler         
Re:  Response to MS-ABA External Review Panel Report 
 
January 31, 2017 
 
In accordance to policy, an external review of the proposed MS in Applied Behavior Analysis (MS-ABA) 
program has been conducted.  The external review panel was composed of three highly qualified 
individuals, including Tim Hackenberg, PhD, Dave Pyles, PhD, BCBA-D, and Tyra Sellers, PhD, BCBA-D. 
The external review panel site visit was conducted on January 23-24, 2017, with visits to both the 
Klamath Falls and Wilsonville campuses.   Enclosed, please find the external review panel report.  
 
The panel conducted a thorough review of the program, faculty, need, and resources.  The panel was 
positive in their review of the program.  No revisions, minor or significant, were identified by the panel.  
 
The report emphasized the following strengths of the proposal: a) the unique nature of a stand-alone 
ABA training program that incorporates an intensive practicum and prepares students to work not just 
in autism related jobs but broadly across multiple ABA related fields; b) the rigor of the curriculum 
including coursework, practica, and research requirements; c) statewide accessibility of the program; d) 
highly qualified faculty; e) adequate resources to support implementation of the program; and f) the 
enthusiasm and shared vision of faculty and administration for the program.  The panel noted that new 
programs typically face challenges and note that the administration is aware of and prepared to address 
these challenges. 
 
The ABA program faculty and HSS department concur with the External Review Panel Report and feel 
confident in moving forward in the approval process.  
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Budget Outline Form 
Estimated Costs and Sources of Funds for Proposed Program 

Total new resources required to handle the increased workload, if any.  If no new resources are required, the budgetary impact should be reported as zero. 
 

 Column A 
 

From  
Current  

Budgetary Unit 
 

Column B 
 

Institutional 
Reallocation 
from Other 

Budgetary Unit 

Column C 
 

From Special State 
Appropriation 

Request 

Column D 
 

From Federal  
Funds and Other 

Grants 

Column E 
 

From Fees,  
Sales and Other 

Income 

Column F 
 

LINE  
ITEM  

TOTAL 

Personnel       

Faculty (Include FTE) $113,000 (2.0)     $113,000 (2.0) 

Graduate Assistants (Include FTE) n/a      

Support Staff (Include FTE) n/a      

Fellowships/Scholarships n/a      

OPE $49,720     $49,720 

Nonrecurring n/a      

Personnel Subtotal $162,720     $162,720 

Other Resources       

Library/Printed n/a      

Library/Electronic $4,500     $4,500 

Supplies and Services $1,454     $1,454 

Equipment – new computer $2,000      $2,000  

Other Expenses – software & licenses $1,999     $1,999 

Other Expenses – Travel (practicum) $6,000     $6,000 

Other Expenses – Marketing & recruiting $5,000     $5,000 

Other Resources Subtotal $209,53     $209,53 

Physical Facilities       

Construction n/a      

Major Renovation n/a      

Other Expenses n/a      

Physical Facilities Subtotal 0      

GRAND TOTAL $183,673     $183,673 

Institution:  Oregon Institute of Technology  

Program: MS in Applied Behavior Analysis   

Academic Year: 2017/2018  

 

Indicate the year: X  First   Second  
     Third   Fourth 
Prepare one page each of the first four years 
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Budget Outline Form 
Estimated Costs and Sources of Funds for Proposed Program 

Total new resources required to handle the increased workload, if any.  If no new resources are required, the budgetary impact should be reported as zero. 
 

 
 Column A 

 

From  
Current  

Budgetary Unit 

Column B 
 

Institutional 
Reallocation from 
Other Budgetary 

Unit 

Column C 
 

From Special State 
Appropriation 

Request 

Column D 
 

From Federal  
Funds and Other 

Grants 

Column E 
 

From Fees,  
Sales and Other 

Income 

Column F 
 

LINE  
ITEM  

TOTAL 

Personnel       

Faculty (Include FTE) $113,000 (2.0)     $113,000 (2.0) 

Graduate Assistants (Include FTE) n/a      

Support Staff (Include FTE) n/a      

Fellowships/Scholarships n/a      

OPE $49,720     $49,720 

Nonrecurring n/a      

Personnel Subtotal $162,720     $162,720 

Other Resources       

Library/Printed n/a      

Library/Electronic $4,500     $4,500 

Supplies and Services $1,454     $1,454 

Equipment – new computer n/a      

Other Expenses – software & licenses $1,999     $1,999 

Other Expenses – Travel (practicum) $6,000     $6,000 

Other Expenses – Travel (prof. dev.)  $1,000     $1,000 

Other Expenses – Marketing & recruiting $5,000     $5,000 

Other Resources Subtotal $19,953     $19,953 

Physical Facilities       

Construction n/a      

Major Renovation n/a      

Other Expenses n/a      

Physical Facilities Subtotal 0     0 
GRAND TOTAL $182,673     $182,673 

Institution:  Oregon Institute of Technology  

Program: MS in Applied Behavior Analysis  

Academic Year: 2018/2019  

Indicate the year:   First X  Second
     Third   Fourth 
Prepare one page each of the first four years 
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Budget Outline Form 
Estimated Costs and Sources of Funds for Proposed Program 

Total new resources required to handle the increased workload, if any.  If no new resources are required, the budgetary impact should be reported as zero. 
 

 Column A 
 

From  
Current  

Budgetary Unit 

Column B 
 

Institutional 
Reallocation 
from Other 

Budgetary Unit 

Column C 
 

From Special State 
Appropriation 

Request 

Column D 
 

From Federal  
Funds and Other 

Grants 

Column E 
 

From Fees,  
Sales and Other 

Income 

Column F 
 

LINE  
ITEM  

TOTAL 

Personnel       

Faculty (Include FTE) $113,000 (2.0)     $113,000 (2.0) 

Graduate Assistants (Include FTE) n/a      

Support Staff (Include FTE) n/a      

Fellowships/Scholarships n/a      

OPE $49,720     $49,720 

Nonrecurring n/a      

Personnel Subtotal $162,720     $162,720 

Other Resources       

Library/Printed n/a      

Library/Electronic $4,500     $4,500 

Supplies and Services $1,454     $1,454 

Equipment – new computer n/a      

Other Expenses – software & licenses $1,999     $1,999 

Other Expenses – Travel (practicum) $6,000     $6,000 

Other Expenses – Travel (prof. dev.) $1,000     $1,000 

Other Expenses – Marketing & recruiting $5,000     $5,000 

Other Resources Subtotal $19,953     $19,953 

Physical Facilities       

Construction n/a      

Major Renovation n/a      

Other Expenses n/a      

Physical Facilities Subtotal 0     0 
GRAND TOTAL $182,673     $182,673 

 

Institution:  Oregon Institute of Technology  

Program: MS in Applied Behavior Analysis  

Academic Year: 2019/2020  

Indicate the year:   First    Second
   X  Third   Fourth 
Prepare one page each of the first four years 
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Budget Outline Form 
Estimated Costs and Sources of Funds for Proposed Program 

Total new resources required to handle the increased workload, if any.  If no new resources are required, the budgetary impact should be reported as zero. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  Column A 

 

From  
Current  

Budgetary Unit 
 

Column B 
 

Institutional 
Reallocation 
from Other 

Budgetary Unit 

Column C 
 

From Special State 
Appropriation 

Request 

Column D 
 

From Federal  
Funds and Other 

Grants 

Column E 
 

From Fees,  
Sales and Other 

Income 

Column F 
 

LINE  
ITEM  

TOTAL 

Personnel       

Faculty (Include FTE) $113,000 (2.0)     $113,000 (2.0) 

Graduate Assistants (Include FTE) n/a      

Support Staff (Include FTE) n/a      

Fellowships/Scholarships n/a      

OPE $49,720     $49,720 

Nonrecurring n/a      

Personnel Subtotal $162,720     $162,720 

Other Resources       

Library/Printed n/a      

Library/Electronic $4,500     $4,500 

Supplies and Services $1,454     $1,454 

Equipment – new computer n/a      

Other Expenses – software & licenses $1,999     $1,999 

Other Expenses – Travel (practicum) $6,000     $6,000 

Other Expenses – Travel (prof. dev.) $1,000     $1,000 

Other Expenses – Marketing & recruiting $5,000     $5,000 

Other Resources Subtotal $19,953     $19,953 

Physical Facilities       

Construction n/a      

Major Renovation n/a      

Other Expenses n/a      

Physical Facilities Subtotal 0     0 
GRAND TOTAL $182,673     $182,673 

Institution:  Oregon Institute of Technology  

Program: MS in Applied Behavior Analysis  

Academic Year: 2020/2021  

Indicate the year:   First   Second  
     Third X  Fourth 
Prepare one page each of the first four years 
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APPENDIX A 
FACULTY CURRICULUM VITAE
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APPENDIX B 
LIBRARY COLLECTION REVIEW 

 
Oregon Tech Library Resources and Services Evaluation for the MS in Applied Behavior Analysis 

The Oregon Tech Libraries offer resources and services to meet the needs of Psychology undergraduate 
students.  With some limited additional resources (see suggested titles below), the library would be able 
to meet the needs of the MS in Applied Behavior Analysis.  Library resources and services are available 
to the students and faculty on the Klamath Falls and Wilsonville campuses.  

Oregon Tech Libraries’ current holdings (books, journals, videos) in the broad subject category of 
psychology contain approximately 8,600 titles. Of these 28% of the books and government document 
titles have been published within the last 5 years, and many are available online. These holdings include 
a Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis subscription. During fiscal year 2015-2016 $1,019.27 was spent on 
undergraduate monographs in psychology.  

In addition to these materials, the Oregon Tech Libraries subscribe to the online PsycINFO database 
which covers over 2500 journals and “contains citations and abstracts from a wide range of scholarly 
literature in the psychological, social, behavioral, and health sciences” 
(help.psycnet.org/psycnet/getting-started/), including scholarly materials in Applied Behavior Analysis. 
The Libraries also subscribe to a full-text database PsycARTICLES, which contains materials from the APA 
and other leading publishers on the subject of psychology in general, and Applied Behavior Analysis in 
particular. The total cost for these databases was $8,523 for fiscal year 2015-2016 and $8,901 for fiscal 
year 2016-2017. The Libraries also purchase electronic access to other material packages directly from 
publishers.  

Electronic Article and Book Databases  

PsycINFO main source to search for scholarly articles and 
empirical research in psychology and related 
disciplines   

PsycARTICLES a subset of PsycINFO; contains full-text articles 
from peer-reviewed journals in basic, applied, 
clinical and theoretical psychology 

ERIC literature on ABA from educational 
perspective 

PubMed/MEDLINE/CINAHL with Full Text from biological/medical perspective 

Directory of Open Access Journals https://doaj.org/  

Ebooks http://www.oit.edu/libraries/find/books/e-
books  

https://doaj.org/
http://www.oit.edu/libraries/find/books/e-books
http://www.oit.edu/libraries/find/books/e-books
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Publisher’s Packages  

Sage Journals Online full text, discipline-specific research databases 
of the most popular peer-reviewed journals in 
many disciplines, including psychology 

Springer Link full text scholarly journals in psychology, 
including applied behavior analysis 

Wiley InterScience collection of online resources in many 
disciplines, including psychology; covers both 
books and journals 

 

Oregon Tech Libraries extend their collections and services through membership in the Orbis Cascade 
Alliance, a consortium of public and private academic libraries in Washington, Oregon, and Idaho.  
Materials from the consortial collections can be requested through the shared catalog called Summit. 

In addition to Summit borrowing, Interlibrary Loan services (ILL) deliver material from national and 
international sources in approximately 2 weeks, via the Online Computer Library Center (OCLC) network.  
OCLC is an international network and material may be requested from libraries worldwide.  

Books requested through Summit or ILL are picked up in the Libraries. Students may also access Summit 
collections directly by going to one of the Summit participating libraries. Articles are delivered 
electronically through desktop delivery.  

The Libraries feel that in order to support the more specialized needs of graduate students, it would be 
advisable to purchase additional resources. Depending on what was chosen and the program needs, this 
would require a modest to large increase in our dedicated psychology budget (including annual 
inflationary increases). These resources include: 

Health and Psychosocial Instruments – provides information about behavioral measurement 
instruments, extracted from hundreds of journals. Estimated cost would be about $1500/year. 

Mental Measurements Yearbook with Tests in Print – provides a guide to over 2700 contemporary 
testing instruments. The library cancelled its print subscriptions to these due to lack of use in 2012. 
Estimated cost would be about $700/year depending on its scope. 

PsycTESTS – provides access to psychological tests, measures, scales, surveys, etc. Estimated cost is 
approximately $7000/year. 

PsycBOOKS – access to APA published books and chapters, includes the entire APA Handbooks in 
Psychology set. Estimated cost would be about $5000/year. 

APA Central - authoritative and complete online environment for teaching, writing, and publishing in 
APA Style. Designed to help users develop their writing and professional research skills, APA Style 
CENTRAL combines sophisticated learning and teaching tools, advanced writing and content 
management technology, and full integration of APA's Publication Manual of the American Psychological 
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Association to create a web-based suite of integrated services and tools. Estimated cost per year: 
$4,987.50. 

 

Journals*: 

Mindfulness - publishes peer-reviewed papers that examine the latest research findings and best 
practices in mindfulness. It explores the nature and foundations of mindfulness, its mechanisms of 
actions, and its use across cultures. Combined subscription per year to institutions (print & online): 
$768.00/year. 

Journal of Organizational Behavior Management - deals with behavior management in organizations; 
provides systematic and effective approaches to behavior management. Combined subscription per year 
to institutions (print & online): $1082.00. 

Research in Developmental Disabilities - designed to original behavioral research and theory of severe 
and pervasive developmental disabilities. $1,254.00 subscription per year to institutions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*The choice of journal titles is based on the analysis of the students’ Interlibrary Loan requests
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APPENDIX C 
US BEHAVIOR ANALYST WORKFORCE
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APPENDIX D 
US PROFESSIONAL EMPLOYMENT SURVEY
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APPENDIX E 
ARTICLE ON APPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS
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APPENDIX F 
OREGON EMPLOYMENT DEPARTMENT GRANT AGREEMENT
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APPENDIX G 
BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS ACCREDITATION BOARD WORKSHEET AND 

BEAHVIOR ANALYST CERTIFICATION BOARD VERIFICATION FORM
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