
OIT ENERGY STAR CERTIFIED APPLIANCE/EQUIPMENT PURCHASING POLICY PROPOSAL

Introduction

In April 2008 interim President, David Woodall, signed the American College & University Presidents Climate Commitment (ACUPCC).  In doing so, OIT committed to developing a comprehensive long range plan to reduce greenhouse gas emissions over time. One of the tangible actions requested by the ACUPCC is for each signatory organization to “Adopt an energy-efficient appliance purchasing policy requiring purchase of ENERGY STAR certified products in all areas for which such ratings exist” (ACUPCC website).
Objective:


Adopt a procurement policy to purchase ENERGY STAR certified products for all rated appliances and equipment.  This policy could be incorporated into the current Purchasing Policy, OIT-40-020, under Code of Ethics (1):  “The Code of Ethics shall act as a guideline for employees to follow in contracting and purchasing.  The policy would read:  

“OIT will purchase ENERGY STAR equipment for both single and mass purchasing actions whenever financially possible.”

Justification:


Oregon Institute of Technology’s appliance purchasing policy is designed for energy conservation, through the purchasing of ENERGY STAR appliances, yielding savings through reduced operating costs.

ENERGY STAR is an Environmental Protection Agency program helping businesses and individuals achieve superior energy efficiency. ENERGY STAR sets high efficiency standards for certain types of appliances and certifies products that meet or exceed those standards. Because ENERGY STAR certified products offer a substantial reduction in energy use, they reduce costs and environmental impacts of energy consumption. 


According to Energy Star’s website, http://www.energystar.gov, approved products use 10-50% less energy and water than standard models.  The ACUPCC, which the president signed, commits the school to initiating 2 or more of 7 policies, one of which is adopting an Energy Star purchasing policy. OIT currently implements 3 of the action items: (1) New campus construction is LEED equivalent, (4) Encourage use of and provide public transportation to the campus, and (5) Purchasing electricity from renewable sources. In order to improve OIT’s standing with the ACUPCC, OIT should implement a fourth action item by having an Energy Star Purchasing Policy.  Each action item taken by the institution is publicized on the ACUPCC website.

Expectations: 

All energy-using products purchased by OIT shall meet the U.S. EPA Energy Star* certification when available and practicable. When Energy Star labels are not available, all purchasing units shall choose energy products that are in the upper 25% of energy efficiency as designated by the Federal Energy Management Program. 
· This initiative applies to all OIT purchases of equipment/appliances where an ENERGY STAR rating exists, regardless of the method of purchase.

· OIT purchasers will be responsible for considering the environmental impact of the product and the availability of ENERGY STAR rated products.  
· If you need to purchase office equipment or appliances, research whether or not an ENERGY STAR product is available. 
· When soliciting information from a vendor, request that the vendor provide products that earn the ENERGY STAR rating and meet the ENERGY STAR specifications for energy efficiency. 
Exemptions:

The authority to determine exceptions to this policy is the Vice President of Finance and Administration. Departments or entities not purchasing energy star products are required to provide justification for not following this policy.
